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INVESTMENTS

Council ofMajorca investingmillions inmunicipalities

VALLDEMOSSA

Via theCouncil ofMajorca local
developmentdepartment.

TheCouncil ofMajorca’s
local developmentdepart-
ment has invested 33mil-
lion euros in the island’s
municipalities.This record
sumhasbeen injected into
local economies inorder to
create employment and
boost the activities of
small to medium-sized
businesses.
This investment has
been made over the past

year, the Council never
previously having made
such a high investment.
Councillor Joan Font says
of it that most of the
moneyhas enabled jobs to
be created or maintained
and has benefited smaller
businesses.
The first investment,one
of ten million euros, was
under the Special Plan,
which replaced the former

Plan for Works and Serv-
ices.The current spending
is totally different to that
of the previous plan,
which drew on aid from
other administrations.
On topof the tenmillion
have been added 20 mil-
lion from the Council’s
2015 surplus and which
have been aimed at eco-
nomically sustainable in-
vestments. Priority has

been given to long-term
projects which are a bur-
den on town hall budg-
ets, such as infrastruc-
ture for water supply.
The Council is there-
fore meeting a commit-
ment to the municipali-
ties andto jobcreationby
undertaking this invest-
ment, the fruitsofwhich
will begin to be realised
inMarch and which will
continue until Septem-
ber. By the end of the
year, proof of the 33mil-
lion euro investment
will thereforebeevident.

Thetownwill takeoverCostaNord

Councillor JoanFont at thepresentationof the in-
vestmentplan.

Anagreementwith theregionalgovernmentwill enable
theuseof theestate forculturalevents.

Valldemossa town hall
has asked the Balearic gov-
ernment to cede Costa
Nord to it in order that it
can stage cultural and so-
cial activities.MayorNadal
Torres says that this will
give more impulse to the
Visit Valldemossa project
thathasbeenset inmotion
by tourism councillor
Jaume Salvà.
The mayor believes that
Costa Nord will provide a
strong means for promot-
ingValldemossa, following
two years which have
proven to be very impor-
tant in a tourism sense for
themunicipality.
The most recent council
meetingwasunanimous in
approving the request by
which Costa Nord will be
ceded free and for an in-
definite period. All indica-
tions are that the govern-
ment will have no objec-
tions.
One of Valldemossa’s
most outstanding cultural
assets is without doubt its
network of public ways,
someofwhich formpartof
the dry-stone route. The
townhall is putting a great
deal of effort into adapting
theseways so that theyare
a further ingredient for the
growing mountain tour-
ismmarket.
Other projects that the
town hall has undertaken

over the past year have
been designed to improve
residents’ quality of life.
These include the recovery

Nadal Torres, themayor
ofValldemossa.

TheVisitValldemossaprojectwaspresentedatCostaNord. It is one tohighlight
the tourist, cultural andheritagepotential ofValldemossa.

Agreatdealof
effort isbeing
spenton
adaptingpublic
ways.

of surplus water from the
NaMas spring, the installa-
tions of individual and
computerised water me-
ters, renovation of the
Casal de Joves, adaptation
for the future municipal
archive and storage con-
struction in the cemetery
area.
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PUIGPUNYENT

Successfulwater-
savingcampaign is
continuing

Puigpunyent’smayor
Biel Ferrà says thedoor
todoor savingwater
campaignhasmanaged
to lower consumption
even though thereare
moresusbcribers.

Puigpunyent town hall
will continue with its suc-
cessful water-saving cam-
paign this year. Mayor Biel
Ferrà says that the figures
have been very positive.
Despite more meters and
users, water consumption
in 2016 was lower than in
2015.
Twoyears ago, Puigpuny-
ent reached an agreement
with the regional environ-
ment ministry for desali-
nated water supply. This
has been by tanker trucks,
and the supply has meant
that theaquifersarenotex-
hausted and that the qual-
ity of aquiferwater has im-

proved. As record demand
for water is again antici-
pated this year, the town
hall intends to continue
buying in desalinated wa-
ter, althoughthemayorex-
pects this to be 40% less
than last year.
On a separate theme, the
town hall is sharing a local
development officer with
othermunicipalities in the
Tramuntana“mancomuni-
tat”. This officer spends a
dayandahalfeachweekon
developing economic and
tourism activities in the
municipality

Alocaldevelopmentofficer is
assisting ineconomicand
tourismpromotion.
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MercedesGarrido-Council ofMajorca’scouncillor for landand infrastructure

“All citizensshouldsensethevalues
of theTramuntana”

Mercedes Garrido is the
Council of Majorca’s coun-
cillor for land and infra-
structure. TheTramuntana
World Heritage Consor-
tiumfallsunderherdepart-
ment, and it is responsible
for everything related to
the UNESCO declaration
thatwasmade in 2011.
We all know that the Tra-
muntana is a beautiful
place, but the declaration
goes far beyond landscape
values.
That’s right. The Tramun-
tana isnotaWorldHeritage
Site solely because it is
beautiful. It is because of
the way that the people
who lived and worked
there improved the land-
scape.
The declaration is in the
category of cultural land-
scapeandthatmeanstheal-
most perfect symbiosis be-
tween nature and human-
ity. An example of this is

the dry-stone work. Walls,
terraces were built in order
to cultivate the land and
this work today gives the
Tramuntana its spectacular
landscape.

What initiatives are the
CouncilofMajorcaunder-
taking?
Those that we have
launched in recentmonths
are to do with the promo-
tion of the Tramuntana’s
values to the whole of Ma-
jorca’s society. Even if mu-

nicipalities are not in the
mountains, all the island’s
people need to sense these
values. There is, therefore,
an educational programme
for schools in order to take
theprinciplesoftheUnesco
declarationtotheyoungest
members of society.
The Tramuntana offers
products that are basic in
theMediterranean diet.
There is promotion of the
Serra deTramuntana brand
for food products from the
region. This was an initia-
tive of the Soller Coopera-
tive, and we are now con-
cluding the drafting of the
regulations that govern the
use of this brand.

Does the Unesco decla-
ration serve to further
promote tourism?
Mostcertainly.Oneofthe
pillars of Unesco is to pro-
mote tourism through
world heritage. Neverthe-

less, we have to tread care-
fully. We appreciate that
the Tramuntana offers a
world of magnificent op-
portunities, but we don’t
want to end up saturating
the mountains, as this
could mean losing some of
thevalues that contributed
tothedeclaration.Thetour-
ism we are seeking is sus-
tainable tourism that re-
spects the land and the en-
vironment.

Whyis it importantthat
the Tramuntana is a
WorldHeritage Site?
Aboveall, it is inorderthat
it should be conserved and
preserved as we know it.
Let us not forget that it has
acquiredthis statusbecause
of itsvalues,andthesemust
beprotected.The landscape
has to be improved but it

cannot be destroyed by, for
instance, someonewishing
to construct an urbanisa-
tionnearLluc.TheTramun-
tana has to be shown love
andprotection,becausethe
declaration is a recognition
of the whole of Majorcan
society.

SollerTunnel, free from
September
The Council of Majorca
hasannouncedthattheSol-
lerTunnelwill be free to all
drivers from 1 September.

This is the result of the
Council’s decision to take
the tunneloutof thehands
of the company which has
had the concession for
twenty years.
TheCouncilwillpaycom-
pensation,estimatedat15.4
million euros, in order to
“endagreat injusticewhich
has meant that Soller has
been separated from the
restofMajorcabyoneofthe
mostexpensivetoll roads in
Spain,” says Mercedes Gar-
rido.

TheCouncil of
Majorcahas
announced
that theSoller
Tunnelwill be
free toall
drivers from1
September

MercedesGarrido, her department is responsible for everything related to the
UNESCOdeclaration.

Weallknowthat theTramuntana isa
beautifulplace,but thedeclarationgoes
farbeyond landscapevalues.

General viewof theentrance toSoller’s tunnel.
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DEYA

BANYALBUFAR

SOLLER

TheTramuntanamountains, a
meansofpromoting thevalley

Soller occupies an espe-
cially strategic part of the
Tramuntana mountain
range. At the heart of the
mountains,Soller is ingreat
demandas a point of depar-
ture for touristsdiscovering
the Tramuntana’s unique
landscape by following the
mountains’waysandpaths.
In developing hiking for
both tourists and residents,
the townhall has launched
a project to add value to
somehiking routes that are
already availablewhile also
offering new alternatives
with paths that need only
minor adjustments.
These are routes for all
types of walker, including
thefamilygroup,whichare
being promoted via tourist

information offices and in
local hotels. The initiative
intends to make the Soller
Valleyanarea tobeenjoyed
throughout the year.
The Tramuntana com-
bines heritage, culture,
economies, tourismandna-

ture: five highly important
aspects that assist with the
promotion of both Soller
and the mountains. The
town hall is therefore
deeply committed to pro-
moting, conserving and
preserving the area.

General viewof theSollerValleywith theTramun-
tana in thebackground.

Access toCalaDeyawill be
mucheasierafterupcoming
works
Thetownhall is takingsteps toensure
watersupply.

In order to provide an
improved tourism image
and enhanced quality of
life to residents, Deya
townhall is undertaking
a series of projects.
Mayor Magdalena
López explains that
work on improving ac-
cess to Cala Deya will
begin shortly. This will
be for a walkway and a
roundabout that will
stop jams of vehicles
heading towards the
cove.
During the last tour-
ism season, water sup-
ply was one of Deya’s
main problems. Gesba,
the water company,
needed to bring inwater
by truck in order to sup-
ply a population which
quadrupled at the
height of the summer.

MagdalenaLópez, themayorofDeya, outlines
thedevelopments.

The town hall re-
quested the creation of a
storage facility with

funding from the tourist
tax. This proposal was,
however, not accepted.
One of the projects is the
building of amini-desali-
nationplant to guarantee
supply, and the mayor
expects that this will be
ready during the period
of the current town hall
administration.

Deya’sTown
Hallhasa
mini-
desalination
plantproject

Commitmenttohiking,
tourismandheritage
Fourmonths ago, Banyal-
bufarbegantobenefit from
theopeningof theCamíde
Planícia, something which
the mayor, Mateu Ferrá,
states has judicial recogni-
tion aswell as an economic
benefit for the municipal-
ityandforthewhole island.
He adds that it is positive
for people who are highly
respectful of the environ-
ment.
The mayor says that vari-
ous projects related to the
mountains and under the
auspices of the Council of
Majorca and the Tramun-
tana Consortium are being
undertaken. These include
improved access to the
Camí des Correu and Camí
de la Font de la Vila as well
as newhiking routes.

Withregardtothepromo-
tion of Banyalbufar’s heri-
tage, the mayor explains
that the town hall is look-
ing to improve and main-
taintheTorredesVerger“so
that everyone canenjoy it”
while also recovering the
Arab mills and extending
the Casa de la Vila (the
townhall building).
Tourisminthemunicipal-
ity will shortly recom-
mence - it is an important
commercial activity - and
the mayor also observes
that projects for boosting
local development are un-
der way with the help of
the Council ofMajorca.

MayorMateuFerrà and
theTorredesVerger,
which is50%ownedby
themunicipality thanks
toa freedonationby the
title holders. Right: an
Arabmill.

FORNALUTX

Commitment tobeingoneof
Spain’sprettiestvillages

Thetownhall isdistributingavideoto
promoteeverythingthatFornalutxoffers
- fromagriculture to tourism.
Fornalutx is now on the
list of some seventy Span-
ish villages selected by the
association of the “Pueblos
más bonitos de España”.
Mayor Antoni Aguiló ex-
plains that Fornalutx is the
onlyvillage intheBalearics
to be classified among the
“prettiest”.
Its inclusionfollowedare-
quest and then various
auditsofaspectssuchasthe
population size, the archi-
tecturalheritageandclean-
liness. “Thecommitment is
great, because we have to
comply with the required
rules, but it hasmeant that
we have improved aspects
such as cleaning through
the purchase of new vehi-
cles.”
RepresentativesfromFor-
nalutxwentto theFitur in-
ternational tourism fair,
whererecognitionof inclu-
sion on the list of prettiest
villages was made, and to
coincidewiththisapromo-
tionalvideowaspresented.
This tells the story of For-

Fornalutx is amunicipalitywithaspectacular archi-
tectural heritage.

nalutxthroughouttheyear.
It contains scenes of daily
life with a particular em-
phasis on agriculture and
the cultivation of oranges
and olives.
Tourismpromotion is not
overlooked as there are
flashesofFornalutx’sarchi-
tectural heritage and cul-
ture.
With this in mind, work
has started on the Can
Xoroi Museum. The upper

floor isbeingrenovatedand
new toilet facilities are be-
ingbuilt forpeoplewith re-
ducedmobility.Thework is
expected to take four
months.
As for investment under
the Council of Majorca’s
plan, this is being directed
towardsworkforupgrading
water infrastructure. In-
cluded in this is the build-
ingofawell at theentrance
to the car park.

Thetownhall givingvalue to tourist
routes for thewholeyear.
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ESPORLES

Water infrastructure
beinggivenmaximum
priority

The torrentwasable to copewith the recentheavy rainbecauseof cleaningwork.

New hydraulic installa-
tions and themaintenance
of the torrent top the list of
immediate priorities for
Esporles town hall. Mayor
Maria Ramon says that a
storage facility is being
built in the Son Tries area
for water from three
springs which until now

has been lost. This invest-
ment is part of theCouncil
of Majorca’s special plan
for financially sustainable
investments and will
mean that a quarter of sup-
ply needs is covered. In ad-
dition, there is renovation
of the network for water
supply and for rain and

sewage water in Plaça
Balanguera and the calle
Estricadors.
Another major project in
the past few months has
been the cleaning of the
torrent by participants
from the youth guarantee
project. Suchwas thework
done that therewereno in-
cidents during the recent
periods of heavy rain.
The cleaning of the tor-
rent will continue, this
time by people aged over
30, over the next few
months.

CAMPANET

Sustainable investmentand
participativebudgets
Sustainable investments
are signature ones for the
administration at Cam-
panet town hall. Mayor
Magdalena Solivellas
points, for example, to the
adoption of LED lighting,
including that of the foot-
ball ground, as a means of
contributing to greater en-
ergy efficiency.
Commitmenttorecycling
will continue through the
introduction of the so-
called “red bag” system
from the start ofApril (this
limits the volume of non-
recyclablewaste). Thiswill
reinforcethe55%recycling
currentlyachievedthrough
the door-to-door system.
The town hall’s website
has beenmodified in order
that it can include the pro-
ject for participative budg-
ets, one inwhich residents
can take part in deciding
the use of 50,000 euros al-
located to this form of citi-
zen participation.

Theadministration isprioritisingenvironmentalaspects.

The townhall haspublishedguides to thechurches in
four languages.

On tourism promotion,
two brochures in four lan-
guages for visits to the par-

ish and Sant Miquel
churches have been very
well received.
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ESTELLENCS

Estellencs is oneof theTra-
muntana municipalities
which acts as a gateway for
numeroushikers aswell as
offering a special magic
with its cobbled streets,
gastronomyandhotels.
Mayor Tomeu Jover
says that from the start
of March until the end
of the tourism season
there can be up to 4,000
vehicles a day, while
there are certain days
when the number can
reach six thousand.
Given these numbers, it is

obvious that the latest
road closure - that of the
Andratx road that was
caused by a damaging
rock fall - has caused a
good deal of outrage
among Estellencs resi-
dents.
The mayor explains
that this is a far from
uncommon situation.
“We are tired of calling
for important and nec-
essary investment in or-
der to put a stop once and
for all to road closures
caused by rock falls.”

FromMarchuntil theendof the tourismseason, Estellencsdealswith some4,000
vehiclesperday.

Agatewaytothe
mountains thatsuffers
constantblockages

Casas Mallorca C/ Luna 41, Soller/A.P.I. 502 Tel. 971 638 011

Mobile 626 480 530 www.casasmallorca.com immo@casasmallorca.com

Overlooking Puerto de Sóller,

Modern, large and perfect villa with approx. 

498 m2 living area, large living/dining room 

with open-plan kitchen and =replace, 4 

bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 2 en suite, huge 

terraces, basement, lift, Boor heating, 

garage, Mediterranean-style garden and 

pool, gorgeous views over the bay!   

Price 2,850,000 €

Spectacular beach front villa

in Puerto de Sóller, approx. 465m2 living 

area, large living/dining room with open-plan 

kitchen, 5 bedrooms, 5 en suite bathrooms, 

huge terraces, Mediterranean-style garden 

with pool and orange grove. Only 20 metres 

to the beach. Perfect for a large family!

Price 2,490,000 €

Fantastic views

over the valley of Sóller, cosy Majorcan stone 

house with approx. 180 m2 living area, on a 

plot of approx. 5,000 m2 with pool and sun 

terrace, 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, sitting 

room with =replace, 2 roof terraces, air 

conditioning, central heating, sunny location. 

Price 1,350,000 €

Lovely, modern loft apartment in 

Fornalutx.

Only one minute from the square, approx. 

81 m2 living area, fully equipped kitchen/

dining room and large living room, 1 en suite 

bedroom, roof terrace with amazing views. 

Ready to move into!

Price 295,000 €

Typical Majorcan stone house

in wonderful area of Sóller, 5 minutes walking 

distance from the centre, approx. 120 m2 

living area, 2-3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, 

kitchen/diner with =replace, front garden of 

approx. 50 m2 and Bat garden of approx. 400 

m2 with parking 15 metres from the house. 

Price 550,000 €

Sun flooded apartment

overlooking Puerto de Sóller, approx. 50 

m2 living area, living/dining with open-plan 

kitchen, nice bathroom, bedroom, huge sun 

terrace with views over the bay, community 

pool and parking. 

Price 279,000 €

Cosy flat

in the centre of Sóller, approx. 60 m2 living 

area, 2 bedrooms, living/dining room, kitchen, 

shower bath and 2 balconies, air conditioning, 

nicely  refurbished. Guest studio.

Price 195,000 €

Urgent!
We are looking for the following 

properties for our registered clients: 

Townhouses, country houses, villas and 

plots throughout the entire Soller Valley, 

Fornalutx, Deia and Valldemossa.  We 

look forward to your offer.

Estellencs iscalling forurgentand
necessary investment for theroad from
Andratx inorder toavoid roadclosures.

He adds that many resi-
dents need to travel daily
to Andratx and so at pre-
sent are obliged to make a
long detour.
In addition, all the tour-

ism fromAndratxhas been
lost, and this despiteEstel-
lencs being “one of the
natural gateways to the
Tramuntana”.
Urgent work is currently

being undertaken to re-
open the tunnel onto
which a massive rock fell
last month, but Jover
warns that there will be a
continuing problem.
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West toNorthWest...The west coast of Majorca
hasauniquenessnotgivento
many places. It is a UNESCO
heritage site inhonour of the
Moorishinfluenceofthepast
onthewatercollectionof the
area.TheTramuntanaMoun-
tains in all their glory are the
backdrop to this outstanding
location. They run thewhole
west coast fromEstellencs to
Formentor keeping the se-
cretsofthepastandtheprom-
isesforthefutureinthisnever
tobeforgottenlandscape.Wa-
teristhekeytosustainablelife
andtourismonthisislandand
the collection of water was
the first priorityof theMoors
whentheyinhabitedthisland
centuriesago.Theycarvedout
themountains tomake olive
terracesandcreateddrystone
water channels throughout
the mountains to collect
every drop of rain that fell.
This is the gift of generations
past to us today andwhywe
live in a green and pleasant
landwherewater is plentiful
andthesunshines.
TheWest coast of Majorca
incorporates Estellencs, Ban-
yalbufar, Valldemossa, Deya,
Soller,Fornalutx,Escorca,Pol-
lensaandFormentor.Thisrep-
resents almosthalf the island
of Majorca and many of our
mountaintownsandvillages.
The City of Soller has been
designatedbyUNESCOasthe
Cultural Centre and it is the
large heart of thewhole area.
All other towns on the list
havewonderful qualities and
their own special claims to
fame but it is to Soller that
many people go to start their
adventures on the North
WestcoastofMajorca.

Estellencs
Our journey starts in Estel-
lencs under thewatchful eye
oftheGalatzomountain.This
area of outstanding natural
beauty has many fans. They
see this is the heart of rural
Majorca without any of the
commercialtrappingsthatare
found a fewmiles away. The
mountain behind and the
rockycovebelowfromwhich
tohavethatallimportantcool
down iswhat Estellencs does
best. The woodlands around
the area are recovering from
theforest fire thatdevastated
partsofthisregionafewyears
ago.Therebirthandgrowthof
the new forest is a delight to
beholdandaonceinagenera-
tion opportunity to see the
phoenix rise fromtheashes.
Banyalbufar
Banyalbufar has four small

mountains to itself andsits in
the heart of craggy natural
beauty. It is open to the sea
from the Puerto de Canonge
andthepinewalksofthearea
makethisafavouredplacefor
locals and visitors. The coves
and inlets of the area and the
stunning walks make this a
place that everyonewants to
keeptothemselveslikea‘best
kept secret’.

Valldemossa
Valldemossa rises from the
roadwithitsturretsgleaming
and a sense of excitement as
you arrive in a busy, bustling
place.Thisplaceisonthemap
because of its stunning loca-
tionandbeautyintheheartof
theTramuntanaandthanksto
Chopin. The Monastery of
Valldemossahousedthecom-
poserChopinandhiswife for
abrief timeand that createda
bondwhichwillneverbebro-
ken. Chopin is played in the
museum each day and pil-
grimages are made by those
who love his music. Vall-
demossa is famous for being
the birthplace of Santa Cata-
linaThomaswho is a Saint of
Majorca. Her image is to be
found on the entrance to
many localhouses as a signof
welcometothevisitor.This is
alsotheplaceyoumusteatthe
localCocodePatatas–this isa
sweet bunmadewith potato
flourandsprinkledwithicing
sugar.Thisisadelicacytohave
withcoffeeroundtheseparts.
Valldemossa claims to be the
best baker of these on the Is-
land.

Deya
The road fromValldemossa
toDeyahugsthecoastlineand
makes it one of the journeys
of the world for its glorious
sunsets and fantastic moun-
tainandseaviews.Deyaisthe
villagethathasmanybooksal-
ready written about it. The
people,theirrockandrolllives
and the history make this a

veryspecialplace.Theincom-
ers outnumber the residents
and the common language is
English. Deya was the spiri-
tual home to somany artists,
writers and creative people
from the 1930’s onwards and
continues tobe today.
Many famous people have
homes here and the summer
isfullofthemandtheirfriends
just enjoying this natural
place. Themountains enfold
youas thesungoesdownand
the night life of Deya comes
intoitsown.CaféSociety,im-
promptumusic and dancing
and a general appreciation of
allthegoodthingsthatlifehas
to offer is contained in this
place.Atriptothecemeteryof
Deya reads like a ‘who’swho’
–somanypeoplecame,made
their lives here and left their
markbefore staying forever.

Soller
Sollerhasatrainthat links it
on one of the most pictur-
esque train journeys of the
world to Palma. The journey
through the Tramunatana is
an expert feat of engineering
andtunnels.Thedescent into
Soller has everybodymarvel-
ing about how it happened.
The train stops at a look out
pointasitenterstheSollerVal-
leyandpassengersareallowed
to get off to take pictures.
Fromthatpointitishardtosee
how the train will ever get
downthemountain–itdoes–
every time.TheSollerTramis
waiting for the train andwill
take you in its old fashioned
waythroughthebackgardens
of Soller and down to the sea.
Athrowbacktothepastandto
thetramslinkswithSanFran-
ciscoandPortugalbeforethey
arrivedhere.TheCityandthe
Portarelinkedinawaythatno
other place on the island is.
There aremanyplaces inMa-
jorcawhichhaveinlandtowns
and ports but it is only in Sol-
ler that the transport links al-
lowthemtobeoneplace.

Puerto Soller is the play-
groundoftheCityandisacivi-
lised beach resort. The yachts
set sail every day taking their
privatedaychartersoffforthe
highlightoftheirholiday.The
sea is the vast playground of
PuertoSollerwithmanycaves
andcoveswaitingtobediscov-
ered.Somerestaurantssuchas
Foradada–nearDeyaareonly
accessible by sea and become
a magical lunch stop on the
yachttrips. Intheotherdirec-
tiontheseatakesyoutheeasy
way to Sa Colobra and the
gorge which is the starting
point for so many tortuous
walks through the moun-
tains.
The Repic Beach of Puerto
Sollerhosts the finediningof
theareawithall thegreat res-
taurants spilling out to the
beachterrace.TheSantaCata-
lina side of the resort has the
pleasure of watching as the
day’s catch of Soller prawns
are brought in by the fishing
fleet and sold at the waters
edgebeforemostbeing taken
offinrefrigeratedlorriestothe
excellentrestaurantsofPalma
andbeyond.

Fornalutx
Fornalutx is a village above
Sollerwhichhasearnedtheti-
tle ‘Prettiest Village in Spain’
onanumberofoccasions. It is
nestled in the dip in front of
thehighestmountainsofMa-
jorca and is aptly named For-
nalutx which translates to
‘oven of the sun’. It is always
hotter there than in Soller in
thesummerandcolder in the
winter.Theunrivalledbeauty
of Fornalutx and its situation
in the Tramuntanta has
earneditaplaceonmanypost-
ers advertising Spain world-
wide.
Tostrollitscobbledstreetsor
relax with a cool drink in the
square is amust for a holiday
in these parts. The hamlet of
Biniaraix just down the road
fromFornalutxisbestknown

for its location as the starting
pointforthewalkstothePuig
deMassanella along the Bar-
ranc de Biniaraix. Walkers
have long known about this
wonderful place and it is a
‘mustdo’walkontheTramun-
tana list. A circuitous driving
routethroughtheoutskirtsof
Soller brings you to the road
entrancetoBiniaraixwhichis
so narrow that often people
drive on. They can’t believe
that the gap is really the road
entrance to this lovelyplace.

Escorca
Escorca is the place in the
heart of the Tramuntana be-
tweenFornalutxandPollensa
whichismainlymountains.It
is sparsely inhabited apart
from a few roadside stops for
food and refreshment. There
are manymore sheep in Es-
corca thanpeople that isuntil
you come to Lluc. The drive
over themountains towards
Pollensaisastunningjourney
andonewhereyouare at one
with nature for the whole
route.
The Monastery of Lluc is

centredhereanditisaplaceof
pilgrimageandhugehistorical
interest. The BlackMadonna
is found in theChapel inLluc
and the Blauets sing at mass
every day.The choir school is
world famous and on special
days in the church calendar
this isolated place in the
mountains is visitedby thou-
sands to listen to the music
andtakepartinthemass.Lluc
offers hospitality and accom-
modationhereinwhatusedto
be the priests rooms and part
of ithasbecomearuralhotel.

Pollensa
The road from the moun-
tains leads on to Pollensa and
Puerto Pollensa much loved
by holidaymakers. This is fa-
voured area of English speak-
ing families who return year
afteryear for their childrento
have their bucket and spade

holidays in the wonderful
welcomingresortsofthispart
of the island. The increase in
cycling as a sporting andholi-
day activity has also centred
on the flat terrain of the area
betweenPollensaandAlcudia.
The racing teams frommany
countriessetuptheirtraining
campshere in thewinter and
beautiful autumnandwinter
days are spent enjoying their
sport.

Formentor
Formentor is on the north-
ernmostpointofMajorcaand
the end of thewest of the Is-
land.Theroadwhichlinksthe
PortofPollensa toFormentor
was built by the clever engi-
neer - Antonio Parietti who
also designed the road to Sa
Colobra–muchbelovedofcy-
clists. Formentor is the beau-
tiful place where the winds
meet and its ownmicro cli-
matecomesintoplay.Therich
andfamousmaketheirwayto
the beauty and isolation of
thisgloriousplaceor just sim-
ply turn up on their yachts.
Theendoftheislanditmaybe
butitisthebeginningofmany
awonderfulholidayandaspe-
cialplace for lovers.
The Tramuntana is the ce-
ment that holds this whole
area together. The towns, vil-
lages and the City of Soller
share much but they are all
proud independent places
that considerwhat theyhave
tooffertothevisitorisunique.
Manyof theplacesonour list
havetheirowntownhallsand
their ownmayor and this is
very important in the way
they view themselves.
UNESCO recognised this as a
major feature when the area
was created a Heritage Site.
The respect for the labours of
the past that has created the
Majorcayou see today is clear
in the desire that the people
havetocontinuetheimprove-
ments that can be left for the
nextgeneration.

ShirleyRobertsofSollerWeb-Astoryof theTramuntana
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